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Our Vision:  

Christ Being the Cornerstone of 

Grand Island 

 

Our Mission:  

Sending Forth Disciples of Christ 

Great things are happening at St. Timothy’s! Here’s what’s inside: 

 From the Pastor’s Study 

 Community Makes God Visible 

 Altar Guild Notes 

 A Note from the President 

 News and Updates from the Child Care Center 

 November Thank-Yous 

 November Fellowship  

 Upcoming Fellowship 

 Holliday Happenings 

 Looking Ahead 

 Prayer Chain and Pastoral Care 

 Calendar and Service Chart 



Advent is a time to look out for                     

 

No that’s not what I mean. I’ll try again.   

 

Advent is a time to experience  

 

Oops, not quite. 

 

Advent is a time to find  

 

At least that’s the message all around us; however, it is not an object that we seek 

but a relationship. 

 

Not a   but a   A relationship with a friend and our Savior. 

 

Advent is a time to look out for a  in daily live. 

 

Advent is a time to experience   through your relationship 

with one another and God. 

 

Advent is the time to find  the peace of Christ in your 

midst. 

 

My wish for your Advent is that this time gives you what  

matters the most – God’s presence.  

 

Pastor Kris 
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Christ is the cornerstone of our Congregation. It is essential to put Christ first in 

all our planning for this simple reason; we are called by God to be the voice and 

body of Christ for our community. When we think of our church as a place for our 

benefit, we diminish the presence of Christ and begin to create a self-serving faith 

instead of a servant faith of trust and hope in Christ.  

As a Child Care Center and Church, we have two areas:    

building and people. The building is a visual sign the proclaims 

our presence and purpose. How the infrastructure and the     

interior of our building is maintained expresses Christ’s call of 

hospitality and welcome. A strong infrastructure creates a   

useful and properly functioning system the supports Christ’s 

work and doesn’t distract us from our vision.   

Here are a few of the items of improvement suggested for our Capital Campaign:  

Septic System, siding, windows, upgrade tile in Great Room, sanctuary floor     

updates, and sound system. The Building needs require precise planning and 

proper funding to make our 2020 vision a reality.    

Through our baptism, God has made us members of the body of 

Christ. Knowing that we are blessed and forgiven – made right 

with God – we are free to serve and build up our faith for the sake  

of our community.  

A heresy has snuck into our collective church consciousness called 

moralistic therapeutic deism.   

1. A God exists who created and ordered the world and watches over human life 

on earth. 

2. God wants people to be good, nice, and fair to each other, as taught in the Bible 

and by most world religions. 



3. The central goal of life is to be happy and to feel good about oneself. 

4. God does not need to be particularly involved in one's life except when God is     

    needed to resolve a problem. 

5. Good people go to heaven when they die.  

Deism believes that God isn’t a part of our world but watches from far away. 

When God is kept at arm’s length or further our faith is weak and almost        

nonexistent. Jesus is God in flesh. Jesus took on human form so that we could be 

forever one with God. God is an active part of our daily life – in pain and suffering 

God is there, in joy and love God is there. There is no 

place God is not. As Lutherans we believe God calls  

us to walk with and care for all who are suffering 

and in need. (See one example of many from        

Matthew 25:31-46, Sheep and Goats). 

If you believe that the church has been created to make your feel happy, you have 

missed the mark. The church is the place where God is made visible. God is made 

so visible as to be able to transform our hearts and minds. A person cannot see the 

kingdom, said Jesus, unless they have been “born again.” We receive this through 

the spiritual gifts of baptism. God does the work of our rebirth through faith. We, 

for our part, must repent and believe.  

Young people—and, for that matter, adults—need to be told they’re not okay as 

they are, and in a real sense they shouldn’t feel good about themselves. What we 

need is not better self-esteem but a new self, a new birth, a transformation into 

the image of Christ. Do we need Jesus to give us an example of how we should 

live, or do we need Jesus to stand in our stead in order to reconcile us to God and 

transform us to the core? 

Our new outreach programs, Steady Love (chronic illness and 

caregivers support, education and fellowship on Island) and  

Love and Loss (grief support group on the Island), reveal how  

Jesus walks into our suffering and pain, steadily bringing a 

transformational healing and strength to light our paths. This 

light is the light we carry in our very core to share with others 

who are in need.    



As our building needs are met, how will we bring Christ deeper into the hearts 

and minds of the body of Christ? How can we lead and not lag in our growth as 

people of God? We measure our growth by small active steps taken in Christ’s 

name – in education, in service, in fellowship, and in generous giving. Worship   

isn’t on this list because worship is the foundation 

of our faith – we worship as a response to God’s 

love for all people. Worship fills us to overflowing 

with love of God for all God has done for us.    

Worship is where God is made visible in bread, 

wine, water, and the Word.   

Throughout the year, we will offer small steps in education, service, and giving. 

For example, our February-March Boundaries Class (educational step), painting a 

tote (fellowship), habitat or community mission (service), and Family Justice   

Center (St Timothy Room – service and giving). Let’s not forget our young folk: 

LCLC, National Youth Gathering, Lutheran Youth of WNY, acolyting, and other 

opportunities. We will keep track of your activities and every three months you 

will get an update on your progress to help you catch and achieve 2020 Vision.  

Personal spiritual growth determines our Congregational development. A strong 

servant faith community centered in Christ can and will provide what is needed 

for Grand Island in the name of Christ. Let us not 

depreciate, weaken or reduce Christ’s presence 

through spiritual neglect, self-created obstacles, or 

simple laziness; instead, let us open our hearts and 

minds by putting Christ first in every level of our 

lives.  

Peace, 

Pastor Kris Bjerke-Ulliman 



Nothing is sweet or easy about community. Community is a fellowship of people 

who do not hide their joys and sorrows but make them visible to each other as a 

gesture of hope.  

In community we say: “Life is full of gains and losses, joys and sorrows, ups and 

downs—but we do not have to live it alone. We want to drink our cup together  

and thus celebrate the truth that the wounds of our individual lives, which seem 

intolerable when lived alone, become sources of healing when we live them as part 

of a fellowship of mutual care.”  

Community is like a large mosaic. Each little 

piece seems so insignificant. One piece is    

bright red, another cold blue or dull green,      

another warm purple, another sharp yellow,   

another shining gold. Some look precious,       

others ordinary. Some look valuable, others 

worthless. Some look gaudy, others delicate.    

We can do little with them as individual stones 

except compare them and judge their beauty  

and value. When, however, all these little stones 

are brought together in one big mosaic, portraying the face of Christ, who would 

ever question the importance of any one of them? If one of them, even the least 

spectacular one, is missing, the face is incomplete. Together in the one mosaic, 

each little stone is indispensable and makes a unique contribution to the glory of 

God. That’s community, a fellowship of little people who together make God visible 

in the world.  

 

Henry J.M. Nouwen, excerpt from “You are the Beloved,” ©2017 

The eye cannot say to the hand, "I don't need you!" And the head cannot say to the 

feet, "I don't need you!" On the contrary, those parts of the body that seem to be 

weaker are indispensable... (1 Corinthians 12:21-22) 

http://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=001qWBFOcLkdZ35uBsPQyIZe0abMv5IojW6MBmUBWaHS6BfyR-SGyuuF3FNem_FGqMAT_MnhrcTRFX3P1KqcBB2sHkFWO8aRn4bn71r81w7dIBp2Q1wditdOG7Anmysv3ZZJN7EhG7QzstCH9fVcG2_mw==&c=rQGPg9IyoHeFPVU3pyD76fV_cRmjDwd75YMlLqqVeshcRFUuoR787A==&ch=6JqWZ1qe


The Fall flowers have faded. Darkness descends earlier. Twilight blue surrounds 

us in mind and spirit and in the sanctuary. 

It is the season of Advent. This is the first season of the new liturgical year.  

Seems appropriate that it is a season of preparation and waiting. We prepare and 

wait for the coming of Christ. It is a twofold preparation as we are preparing to 

celebrate His birth at Christmas, but also for the promise of His coming again. 

The sanctuary takes on this task by layers during the four 

Sundays of this season. The first Sunday finds the blue 

paraments draping the altar. The tree will come next.  

Then decorations. The Advent wreath makes a focal point 

from the beginning. One candle is lit each Sunday until at 

last the 3 blue & 1 rose candles are blazing when that    

center white Christ candle is kindled on Christmas Eve. 

That’s when the blue is replaced with white! The story of the nativity is              

embroidered on the altar frontal as well as pulpit and lecture frontals.              

Traditional poinsettias and accents add to the sights. Candles blaze. Music         

resounds. Christ is born. For us. 

Divine grace in an infant. 

Alleluia! Our savior is born. Amen. 

Your sister in Christ, 

Deborah 

 

PS. Help will be needed for this “preparation”! 

Look for the opportunity in the bulletin to join the fun at the Hanging of the 

Greens and again at the Christmas set up. I hereby deputize all as temporary    

Altar Guild members! (Perhaps permanent?....) 



What makes this time of year so special for you? Is it the decorations, the gifts, 

the food, or spending time with family and friends? Or.....is it Jesus? 

 

Christmas is not just about giving and receiving gifts. If we think about it, each 

day, (not just at Christmas) is about gift-giving. We don’t need money to give. 

Share a smile, extend a hand, give of your time or just take time to listen. God has 

given us talents to give of ourselves every day. 

 

As Christmas approaches, it’s easy to get distracted by all 

the shopping, decorating, baking, celebrating, and gift-

giving. We can so quickly forget the true meaning of the 

season.....the birth of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.  

December is the time to prepare our minds and hearts for 

the “coming” of Jesus. Set apart time from the hustle and 

bustle to meditate on God’s word. Thank Him for what He 

has done in your life and honor Him in everything you do. 

 

May God bless you and your families this Christmas with the grace of love and 

peace. And remember, we have already received the best Christmas gift we could 

ever imagine........the birth of Jesus. 

 

Happy Birthday, Jesus. Thank you for being the only true reason for the season. 

It’s because of God’s amazing gift, You, that we can celebrate each and every day. 

 

Merry CHRISTmas. 

 

In peace, 

Karen Rose  



Happy December! 

The Child Care Center is sponsoring our annual Pancake Breakfast with Santa on 

December 14th, 2019. 

The first seating will be at 9 and will last until 10:15, and the second seating will 

be at 10:30 and will last until 11:45. 

Join us for pancakes, sausage, fresh fruit, and drinks. Also, this year, low carb, 

gluten-free pancakes will be offered! 

Pictures with Santa and crafts are offered as well. Our 

children are practicing for the sing-a-long, which will 

start at 10:15 in the church. Everyone is welcome to lend 

their voice! 

Merry Christmas to all and Happy New Year! 

Joelle Waters 

Thank you to everyone who used Amazon Smile recently! The church raised $35 

this quarter. Please remember to go to smile.amazon.com and choose St. Timothy’s 

as your charity for any online shopping you might be doing this Christmas season! 

St. Timothy raised $564 in Thankofferings to help support the      

ongoing ministries of the churchwide women’s organization,        

including our triennial conventions, the work of your elected 

churchwide board, the annual conference of synodical presidents, 

our communications ministries, justice and advocacy work, and so much more. 

Thankofferings are a long-standing custom among Lutheran women. We give in 

thanksgiving for blessings received–and we do receive so many blessings, don’t 

we? And we are so grateful. Thank you. 

https://www.womenoftheelca.org/filebin/pdf/resources/AllAboutThankofferings.n.pdf


Thank you also for your generous donations to the Grand Island Family Justice 

Center! Those who attended the Ecumenical Thanksgiving service donated $555 

of much-needed funds for the new organization. 

The canned goods drive was also a success! Our youth will take them to the soup 

kitchen on December 7th, and I’m sure they will be much appreciated! 

This month, we enjoyed 

another wonderful paint 

night! 



The Advent Conspiracy and the Child Care Center’s Breakfast with Santa will be 

our fellowship for the month of December! See the “Holiday Happenings” section 

below for more details. 

We will be making cute snowman totes together on January 15th! 

Stay tuned for more details! 

Have you ever wondered if you can set limits and still be a loving person? Do you 

know how to deal with someone who is upset or hurt at your boundaries or know 

what legitimate boundaries are? Have you figured out how to answer someone 

who wants your time, love, energy, or money? Do you feel like boundaries are  

selfish and feel guilty or afraid when considering setting boundaries?  

Find out what the Bible has to say about boundaries with a video   

series by Dr. Henry Cloud and Dr. John Townsend and some          

discussion among friends. We  will meet on Sunday nights at 6:30 

PM from February 2nd to March 29th. Please   consider joining us to 

learn how to take control of your life for a healthy, balanced lifestyle.  

We also enjoyed fellowship after the Ecumenical service while splurging on        

delicious desserts. Thanks to all who contributed to the wonderful spread! 



 

The Altar Guild needs your help! As you all know, the Christmas 

Season comes with extensive preparations. Please chip in for the 

hanging of the greens and tree decorating after the 10:30 service 

on December 15th, and for the change over to Christmas after the 

service on December 22nd. Thank you! 

The Child Care Center breakfast with Santa is almost here! Join us on December 

15th from 9-11:30 AM for a decadent plate of pancakes (gluten-free and keto option 

available!), a carol sing-along, raffles, crafts, and pictures with Santa. This is      

always a wonderful time to have fellowship and to invite all your pancake-loving 

friends and family to St. Tim’s!  

The Women of St. Timothy’s  Annual Christmas Party will be 

held on December 12th at 6:00 PM in the church parlor. Please 

bring an appetizer to share. Instead of a gift exchange this 

year, we’ll be collecting men’s, women's, and children’s socks  

for donation to the Grand Island Neighbor’s Foundation. All 

women of the church are welcome! 

The Advent Conspiracy is here! 

Join us as we get back to what    

really matters in the Christmas 

season: preparing our hearts for 

Christ’s coming. We will watch a 

video and discuss worshiping fully 

(because Christmas begins and ends with Jesus), spending less (to free our         

resources for the things that really matter), giving more (of our hands, words,  

and heart), and loving all (including the poor, the sick, and the forgotten). 

We will be meeting at 11:30 AM for the first three Sundays in December, and we 

will enjoy warm bowls of soup together. Advent-themed activity books, coloring 

books, and family activities will be provided for the kids. We hope you’ll join the 

movement with us and get back to the real spirit of Christmas. Learn more by 

watching the video on our website, sttimothygrandisland.com. 



Save the date! Our next Congregational Meeting will be on January 26th, and 

there will accordingly be only one service at 10:30 AM.  

The Inspired book study will continue meeting on the last Monday of each month! 

Steady Love will not meet in December and will resume the second Tuesday of 

January at 6:30 PM.  

A new Love & Loss support group will start on 

January 9th at 7:00 PM and will meet every 

Thursday for four weeks in the lounge here at 

St. Timothy’s. If you are struggling with loss, 

please consider joining us to learn how to cope. 

Please also send friends and neighbors our way 

if you know someone that might benefit from  

attending. You can RSVP by contacting the church office or by calling or texting    

Pastor Kris at 715-965-5940. 

The Christmas Pageant will be on December 22nd, so we will only 

have one service at 10:30 that day. In order to prepare, we will   

practice in the Great Room in place of Sunday School at 10:45 for 

the next four Sundays, and we will have additional rehearsals at 

9:30 AM on December 8th, 15th, and 22nd. The 9:30 AM practices 

will be held in the Sanctuary. Remember to turn in your Tim Bucks 

for presents after the program! 

The Christmas Eve service this year will be at 4:30 PM! 

We will have a second offering this month to raise money for a cow, 

which costs $500. One dairy cow can produce a few gallons of milk 

each day. We know that milk “does a body good,” providing a calcium

-packed source of nutrition for growing children. A family can start a 

small business selling extra milk, cheese, yogurt, butter and more. 

With food, funds and fertilizer, the gift of a cow has got it all.  

There will only be one service at 9:30 AM on December 29th. 



Prayer Chain 
Here at St. Timothy, we believe that prayer is powerful 

and can be incredibly helpful in our lives and in the lives 

of others. Our prayer chain allows you to ask others in  

our church community to pray for your friends and loved 

ones in their times of need.  

If you would like to add someone to the prayer chain, you 

can email us at sttimothygrandisland@gmail.com, call us 

at 773-4400, or fill out the prayer chain request sheet in the Narthex at the table 

next to the Sanctuary entrance. Please also include an address where we can 

send cards to those in our prayers. 

Here are the people in need of our prayers right now: Rosaria Phillippone, Art 

Morth, Robin Bengalio Richard, Stanley and Carol Woodcock, Jen Ming Luo, Ray 

Pilarski, Brian Bauer, Jean Anstett, Sylvia and Joe Smith, Wanda Cutini, Debra 

Saura, Cathy Niccola, Mike Cutini, Charlene Faleski, and the Marris Family. 

Pastoral Care 
Pastoral Care is an important resource available at St. Timothy’s. Pastor Kris can 

be contacted at any time at 773-4400 or 715-965-5940. The following are some  

situations in which you should call:  

 In the event of a hospitalization or placement in another health care facility. 

These institutions do not notify churches and pastors, so Pastor Kris will not 

know unless you call.  

 In emergency situations of injury or illness, even if there is no hospital          

admission. People are often sent home under difficult circumstances.  

 In times of personal crisis or struggle in which you may      

benefit from direct pastoral care.  

 When in need of pastoral services such as baptisms, weddings, 

home communion, funeral, or memorial services.  

 In any other circumstance where pastoral care may benefit 

you. When in doubt, call.  

mailto:sttimothygrandisland@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

1 Worship, 8 

& 10:30 

11:30 Advent 

Conspiracy 

2 3 4 5 6 7 Youth 

Group 

Soup 

Kitchen 

8 Worship, 8 

& 10:30 

11:30 Advent 

Conspiracy 

9 

Finance 

Meeting,   

5 PM 

10 11 12 

WELCA 

Christmas  

Party 6 PM 

13 14 

Breakfast 

with Santa 

9-11:30 

15 Worship, 

8 & 10:30 

11:30 Advent 

Conspiracy 

16 

Board 

Meeting,   

6:30 PM 

17 18 19 20 21 

22 Worship, 

10:30 only 

Christmas 

Pageant! 

23 24 

Christmas 

Eve Service, 

4:30 PM 

25 26 27 28 

29  

Worship,  

9:30 only 

30 

Inspired 

book study, 

6:30 PM 

31     

December  20 19  



Service chart for December, 2019  

            1               7      14                 22         24                    29 

Deacons:  8:00      D. Wieczorek    P. Buchanan     D. Wieczorek     B. Peete     P. Buchanan      B. Peete 

       10:30    T. Cutini       S. Miller          T. Wiswall        D. Yaeger        —               T. Cutini 

Acolytes: 10:30  D. Castiglia     L. Sweeney        H. Mesmer E. Haseley      E. Steck      R. Cummings 

Ushers:    8:00  C. Remmes       M. Endres        C. Remmes     M. Endres        — 

       10:30   G. Barker        B. Kemp          P. Bassette    P. Glassman      B. Kemp   G. Barker 

      S. Webb      M. Wasson       J. Pagoada     E. Glassman   M. Wasson     S. Webb 

Counters:                P. Yaeger      D. Kaniecki T. Endres    P. Yaeger           —                K. Rose 

                S. Webb        K. Rose             D. Fabio    S. Webb   D. Kaniecki 

Coordinator:   C. Wasson 

Altar Guild:     K. Bates         T. Senn             A. Neutz    L. Barker    K. Bates     T. Senn 


