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St Timothy is composed of disciples who believe in Jesus' life, death, and resurrec-

tion. We believe Christ is with us, as he has promised, and through the power of 

the Holy Spirit, we will be able to move forward with confidence and assurance.  

The reality of this pandemic has radically stripped away so much of our lives. All 

communal, public, mutual activities have been halted - school, sports, vacations, 

graduations, birthday celebrations, church, Sunday school, and so much more. 

Our work has changed dramatically from office to home office or is completely 

closed for now. Caring for ourselves (self-care) and our family members is an       

essential priority.   

While we are in social isolation now more than ever, we have an opportunity to 

deepen our faith in God through worship, education, stewardship, and service    

individually or as a family unit.   

Here is how we, at St. Timothy, are continuing our mission to make disciples of  

Jesus Christ. 

WORSHIP  

In these first 6 weeks, worship has remained a constant through live Zoom and 

postings on YouTube. Zoom and Youtube links are available on our website.      

Powerpoint presentations (the bulletin) can also be printed before the service.  

Sermons will be posted later on Sunday or Monday morning.  

Sanctuary colors will be changing, for we know that the Seasons are changing. 

Images will be shared on Facebook, Sunday worship, the Timothain, etc.  

Worship will focus on God’s Word. Holy Communion will not be 

shared until we are together and it is safe.  

On Pentecost Sunday, Pastor Kris will lead worship from the sanctuary. 

FELLOWSHIP 

Coffee chats connect us together as a group. We can uplift, encourage, and share 

ideas to strengthen ourselves during this time of isolation. Offered on Saturday at 

3pm every week.   



DIVINE TRUTHS  

A New Beginning 

The Book of JOB 

 

Covid-19 has caused a shift in how we see ourselves, one another, and our environ-

ment. As human leaders discuss, point blame, and take action (for good or ill), the 

eternal truths of the Bible have been revealed right before our eyes. Previously we 

looked through a mirror dimly, as the Apostle Paul might have put it. Now we see 

clearly after washing and sanitizing the way we look at the world.  

God is in control. We are not.   

Job was blessed - he had money, status, children, and resources. This man had 

everything anyone could possibly imagine. When everything that he had was    

taken away from him through disasters and with personal suffering, Job needed 

an answer. He knew that he had not caused this suffering, nor did he deserve this 

pain. If God is loving and merciful, why was he in such agony? 

Maybe you wrestle with this question today. Why is our strong and vital country 

suffering even more during a pandemic by fighting within our borders and 

fighting without?   

While depression and powerlessness blankets our nation, and perhaps the whole 

world, we complain about our freedom, our inability to work or shop, and how our 

nails are ugly and our hair needs to be cut. Most recently, our “utter boredom 

overwhelms,” we whine. Yet we have much of what we truly need. Listen to the 

words of Bishop Simon Okoth (my Facebook friend) who wrote, “Pray for the     

sustainability of the Mennonite Church Uganda amidst the Covid-19 pandemic. 

Our people are adversely affected socially. No movements and they need food but 

have no help. May God sustain us.” What is worse - dying of starvation, Covid-19, 

or both? And we complain about boredom? 



Job realizes that no matter what happens, God will create new life out of any   

disaster - personal or communal. God is able to see the complete picture that no 

human being can truly see. How has your vision changed during the pandemic? 

Do you still value things and people the same way you did pre-pandemic?  

We are inter-connected. 

We are all ONE! 

“In the beginning, God created…” 

Sometimes God uses suffering to purify our souls and cleanse our hearts.         

Suffering is always a wake-up call. I could not survive without essential workers - 

how about you? The people we can easily ignore during our busy lives now are our 

lifeline to food, supplies, medicines, gas, and - our very lives. On the flip side, for 

those who don’t take this virus seriously or don’t believe it is possible to have 

COVID-19 and not be sick, their actions will cause more illness and more          

suffering. And how about those who are subject to even greater suffering because 

of injustice built into our created systems of operation, especially African        

Americans, Native Americans, Hispanics, Asians, and many others?  

Job’s wake up call did not come through the never-ending conversation from his 

three friends who represent human wisdom. Job woke up when God answered 

him from the eye of a violent storm. “Why do you confuse the issue? Why do you 

talk without knowing what you’re talking about? Pull yourself together, Job! Up 

on your feet! Stand tall! I have some questions for you, and I want some straight 

answers. Where were you when I created the earth? Tell me, since you know so 

much! Who decided on its size? Certainly you’ll know that! Who came up with the 

blueprints and measurements? How was its foundation 

poured, and who set the cornerstone, while the morning 

stars sang in chorus and all the angels shouted praise? 

And who took charge of the ocean when it gushed forth 

like a baby from the womb? That was me! I wrapped it in 

soft clouds, and tucked it in safely at night." (Job 38, The 

Message). 

 



This is just the beginning. God makes it apparent through these questions that 

what JOB believes to be true wisdom is human ignorance. Compared to GOD, Job 

knows next to nothing. In the end, Job wakes up to this startling realization: he is 

wrong. Now humbled in the dust, he knows that God is above his reasoning and 

the world is beyond his complete understanding. God is stronger than anyone or 

all people together. God is ruler over the proud.   

We can be very proud people marveling at what we can do or 

make. We have    taken the resources of our world and used 

them to our advantage. Oil, once the most precious resource   

of our age, is now below worthless. We have consumed and  

destroyed land, water, and air without a second thought. The 

earth is no longer trembling now that we have stopped our 

daily rampage for the sake of our own  insignificant wants 

and desires. All life breathes together - plant, animal, and all 

human beings.   

If Covid-19 doesn’t reframe our vision of all people and all life on this blue dot  

surrounding the black vastness of space, then we will continue to suffer. If we 

don’t recognize our interdependence on one another and our connection with    

people world-wide, then the creation story we read in Genesis has no impact on 

our life. If we continue to value money, power, tribalism, race, gender, and greed 

over kindness, forgiveness, honesty, faithfulness, gentleness, peace, self-control, 

joy, patience, goodness, and love, we will propagate death and destruction.      

God makes clear that no one can compete with God for justice or power. No one 

can come close to God’s beauty and majesty. And no one can overcome enemies and 

affiliations like the LIVING GOD. We worship the LIVING GOD. Our God is not 

dead; Jesus has RISEN. Jesus calls us to be transformed daily through the Power 

of the Holy Spirit.  

We must rise up and wake up to a new beginning by understanding our role as 

God’s people for the sake of all of God’s creation. Read this passage from              

Colossians chapter 1 from the Message. This is pure divine inspiration for a time 

like this:   



“He (Jesus Christ) was supreme in the beginning and—leading the resurrection 

parade—he is supreme in the end. From beginning to end he’s there, towering far 

above everything, everyone. So spacious is he, so roomy, that everything of God 

finds its proper place in him without crowding. Not only that, but all the broken 

and dislocated pieces of the universe—people and things, animals and atoms—get 

properly fixed and fit together in vibrant harmonies, all because of his death, his 

blood that poured down from the cross. 

You yourselves are a case study of what he does. At one time you all had your 

backs turned to God, thinking rebellious thoughts of him, giving him trouble every 

chance you got. But now, by giving himself completely at the Cross, actually dying 

for you, Christ brought you over to God’s side and put your lives together, whole 

and holy in his presence. You don’t walk away from a gift like that!” 

So the next time you find yourself bored, complaining, or putting harmful ways 

above the ways of God, remember who we were called to be and align yourself with 

God.  

Pastor Kris Bjerke-Ulliman 

 

Grab a comfortable seat, Bible, devotional book, and candle. Invite 

your children or grandchildren to create their own God space with 

items that are important to them. Start your morning in this sacred 

space and end your day there, too. 

 

 

Blessed Lord, accept this burning candle as a sign of my faith and love 

for you. Like this candle, I am ready to be used in your service, without 

asking why and to what purpose. Even as this candle, I wish to stand 

in your presence to be consumed in the light and warmth of your love. 

Please hear my prayer and, if it is your will, grant my petition. But 

above all, make me loyal and faithful to you in all circumstances of my life. Amen. 



May finds us still in the season of Easter. We are also still in the season of the   

corona virus. Covid-19 is a temporary time. Easter is for all time!! 

If we were able to gather in the sanctuary, we 

would still be greeted by the white altar frontal 

embroidered with Christ’s arms stretched out   

for all. Colorful flowers would perfume the air. 

Candles would flame and gold accents would 

gleam. Coffee, juice, and cookies would be ready 

in the narthex for fellowship.  

We are not gathering at our church building in this Covid-19 time. We ARE   

gathering in spirit in this Easter time! Keep Christ alive in your homes. Keep the 

water fresh in that small bowl with the stones. Dip your fingers in daily and 

make the sign of the cross. It’s a physical way to renew your baptism and freshen 

your faith. Have a tea light (flame or battery!) near your daily devotion book or 

Bible. 

 

Light that candle when you tune into Zoom Church, too. Join the gallery of 

St. Timothy ELCA believers. I know many are hungry for the Eucharist, the body 

and blood of Christ. We are also fed when we hear the very real Word of God.    

Notice the invitation for response after the Sunday scripture readings: 

Word of God. Word of LIFE. Soak up those readings, the Gospel. It is Jesus there 

to fill you with lavish abundance. Your heart, mind, body, and spirit will be full 

when you respond, “Thanks be to God.”  



Easter shines for four Sundays in May. The liturgical white color remains as Jesus 

appears, travels, and visits disciples and followers as the resurrected Christ.  

However, it is a brief time as He ascends to God the Father. We are not adrift or 

alone for long. 

There is one more Sunday in May.  

Pentecost rushes in with wind and flame. The Holy Spirit arrives!! We are empow-

ered today just as the disciples were then. That breath and fire will be with us as 

well to proclaim God’s redeeming Word.  

Altar Guild members keep the sanctuary candle lit in church for you. The light of 

Christ is always there even if we are not. Keep that flame—the light of Christ— 

alive in your homes and in your hearts. 

Your sister in Christ, 

Deborah 



Dear friends, 

I recently heard that we are all in the same boat, but in reality, 

we’re not. We are all in the same Covid-19 storm, but not in the 

same boat. Some boats are sailing, others are shipwrecked. 

For some, quarantine has been ideal. It has been a time to     

reflect and reconnect at a leisurely pace. For others, this is a financial crisis to 

their home and family. 

For some that live alone, this is the loneliest time in their life. While for others, 

they are peacefully enjoying time with their loved ones. 

Some are receiving unemployment and are able to pay their loans, while others 

aren’t able to pay their rent or mortgage, let alone their utility and grocery bills. 

Some want to go back to work because they don’t qualify for unemployment.    

Others are frustrated with those breaking quarantine which potentially keeps us 

in quarantine even longer. 

Some are home helping their children with schoolwork a few hours a day. Others 

are working a full 8+ hours a day AND still have to find the time and energy to 

help teach their children. 

Some have lost a family or friend to this virus or know someone 

fighting for their life. Others don’t think it’s a big deal and want 

this quarantine to be over. 

Some have faith in God and know that His promise is to be with 

us at all times. Others have lost that faith and need our help and reassurance.  



So, friends, how is God calling us to serve those that are struggling? 

By praying, listening, or offering a comforting word? To provide 

food, necessities, or other blessings? How can you help? How can  

we at St. Timothy’s help? God is at work in each one of us. So, I    

encourage you to reach out to others with mercy and love, provide 

hope to those that are fearful, and let them know they are not 

alone. If you’re struggling with anything, please let either Pastor 

Kris or me know. We will get you the help that you need. 

     To end, we are not in the same boat. We can and we will emerge from this 

storm closer and stronger because we have Jesus as our Captain.  

In peace, 

Karen Rose 

Our social distancing Easter Egg Hunt was a hit! The families came to the center 

and looked for eggs on the playground, and also picked a bubble wand. Thank you   

to all the families from the church who donated candy for our eggs! 

We are plugging away at the daycare center. The children have been decorating the 

windows for a very special event on April 28th. We are having a drive by visit with 

our families who have been gone from the center!! We miss them dearly and thought 

this would be a great way to wave and say hello! We certainly look forward to the 

day they all return to us! 

The Teachers and I would like to thank Pastor Kris and the entire congregation for 

the prayers, support, and gifts you have sent us to keep our spirits up. We can not 

thank you enough. Your support means the world to us! 

We ask for your continued prayers for all of us, and we will be praying for all of you! 

Joelle 



Please join us at 8:00 and 10:30 AM on Sundays through Zoom. You can find the 

links on our website under “Worship,” or you can call in by dialing 1-929-205-6099 

and use the Meeting ID# 955 3312 6635 and password 740751 for the 8 AM service, 

or meeting ID 932 2611 0804 and password 574370 for the 10:30 service. The    

computer password for both services is sttimothy. If you’ve missed a service, check 

our website the next day to watch a recording or read the sermon.  

Don’t forget to wear red for our Zoom services on Pentecost, May 31st, and tune in 

to see Pastor Kris in the Sanctuary! 

Pastor Kris is also livestreaming a short talk and prayer time every day, Monday 

through Friday, at 3 PM on Facebook. If that’s not a great time for you, you can 

watch after, too. You can find the link on the Worship page of our website. 

We encourage you to use the time in quarantine for individual study. Here are a 

few suggested devotional resources: 

• https://blogs.elca.org/Worship/  

• https://www.elca.org/Resources 

• https://upstatenysynod.org/devotion-resources  

• The YouVersion Bible App, also available online at https://www.bible.com/ 

• A four-day devotional with word puzzles from Home Touch Ministries on our 

website 

Please consider serving St. Timothy’s by helping us cut the 

grass this summer. We will have teams of two on a rotation 

starting in mid-May, and each team will be assigned to two 

weeks. If you are interested, please contact Paul Glassman 

at paulg375@gmail.com or 716-930-3277 and let him know 

if you have any vacation dates or conflicts. Thank you! We 

appreciate your help. 

https://www.sttimothygrandisland.com/coronavirus-protocol
https://blogs.elca.org/Worship/
https://www.elca.org/Resources
https://upstatenysynod.org/devotion-resources
https://www.bible.com/reading-plans


Join us for a weekly Coffee and Conversation on Saturdays at 3 

PM through Zoom! You can find the link to join on the Fellowship 

page of our website or by calling in to 1-929-205-6099 and using 

the meeting ID 747 041 7274 and password 864010.  

Our book study through Zoom continues! Join us even if you haven’t read the 

book, and listen to our discussions on Life Without Lack: Living in the Fullness of 

Psalm 23 by Dallas Willard. We’ll be meeting for the next two Tuesdays at 7 PM. 

You can find the link to join on the Fellowship page of our website or by calling in 

to 1-929-205-6099 and using the meeting ID 962 5741 3329 and password 119718. 

Anyone like trivia? Join our Zoom trivia night on Thursday, May 21 from 6:30 to  

8 PM. Choose to be one of our two contestant families or watch and help them  

out! Let us know how you’d like to participate! We’ll post a link to join on the            

Fellowship page of our website as we get closer.  

Let people know you’re thinking of them by sending cards of   

encouragement to brighten their days and stay connected. If 

you’d like a copy of the directory for addresses and phone    

numbers, please email sttimothygrandisland@gmail.com.  

Jump on Zoom early for some impromptu fellowship before worship! We open the 

8:00 AM service at 7:30 and the 10:30 service at 10:00. We also encourage 8:00 

worshipers to jump on for a few minutes and visit before the 10:30 service starts—

it’s always wonderful to see everyone and check up on each other! 



We humbly ask you to continue your faithful spiritual practice of giving while 

we are unable to meet in person. This can be done through Give Plus or 

Tithe.ly online, or by mailing in your support.  

Give Plus and Tithe.ly both allow you to make one-time or 

recurring donations. The main difference is that Give 

Plus gives the option of using their app, Give Plus 

Church, in addition to their website, whereas Tithe.ly has 

only the website. The links to both websites can be found 

on the Stewardship page of our website, as well as on the 

home page.  

Thank you for helping us continue our mission through these tough times. We 

are truly grateful for your support.  

To continue our partnership with Habitat for Humanity Buffalo, we are pledging 

to pray for their work and the people they serve, and are gathering names of peo-

ple who are interested in building when it is safe to do so again. Please indicate 

your interest on this sign-up sheet, which you can   

access here. This is also on our website’s Missions 

page if you would like to access it from there. 

Thrivent is matching donations for Habitat Buffalo 

so you can double your impact. If you’re interested in 

donating, please find the link on https://www.habitatbuffalo.org/faithbuild/. 

Please also consider other ways that you can serve your community while staying 

safe and healthy. The body of Christ is needed in all times and places, and this is 

no exception! Be salt and light in all that you do, for the glory of the Risen Lord. 

https://www.sttimothygrandisland.com/stewardship
https://docs.google.com/document/d/1BKUbH3K8oPwkJC-2VtewKdWTP5zMa1n6UXe0-OjOrZg/edit?usp=sharing
https://www.habitatbuffalo.org/faithbuild/


A special thanks to our painters, Carl and Bill, for all the inside trim painting 

they have done in the church and child care center. We appreciate all that you do! 

Thanks to all the mask makers. If you need a mask, let Pastor Kris know! We’ve 

got you covered. 

Thanks to Tracy Senn for watering the plants at church while we’re gone! 

We are grateful for our faithful stewards who have given generously online,     

ensuring that St. Timothy will continue to serve the Grand Island community 

throughout and after the current situation.  

We are blessed to have a vibrant community that continues to gather for worship 

online and who will not let the quarantine put a stop to our faith practices. The 

hope, peace, and strength you bring as we gather will keep us going through 

whatever comes our way, and for that we are so thankful. 

Thank you to the Child Care Center for the wonderful stained glass surprise on 

Pastor Kris’s office window! 

On another note, our septic system paperwork is done! The down payment has 

been made and we are now waiting on drier weather. We’re excited to improve this 

aspect of our property and for everything to work smoothly! 



 

On Easter Sunday, we dedicated the David Hammond Memorial Cross, a           

processional cross carved by Paul Yaeger, on Zoom. The cross will be carried down 

the aisle to its new home in the Sanctuary by Daniel Senn when we gather again. 

The highlights of the cross design include a stained glass look on the sides and 

top, modeled after our windows at St. Timothy, and the dove, representing the  

Holy Spirit, carrying an olive branch. The star in the center forms a second cross, 

reminds us that Christ is our light, and points to the grand plan of God by using 

imagery of creation and the birth of Jesus. 



Prayer Chain 
Here at St. Timothy, we believe that prayer is powerful and can be    

incredibly helpful in our lives and in the lives of others. Our prayer  

chain allows you to ask others in our church community to pray for 

your friends and loved ones in their times of need.  

If you would like to add someone to the prayer chain, you can call us at 773-4400,  

email us at sttimothygrandisland@gmail.com, or contact Pastor Kris. Please also      

include an address where we can send cards. 

Here are the people in need of our prayers right now: Joanne M., Dick and Mary Ball, 

Wanda Cutini and family, Carol Glaiser, Robert Miller, Lorraine Pfohl, Jane Goris, 

Betsy Schopp, Rachel Kaplan, Mason V, Judy Bassette, Jerry Peete, Deb Goss, Tama-

ra Proctor, Phil Geraci, Cheryl Rosati, Robin Aronica, Rosaria Phillippone, Robin Ben-

galio Richard, Jen Ming Luo, the Maris Family, Sylvia and Joe Smith, Jean Anstett, 

Debra Saura, Charlene Faleski, Simon Okoth, and the Mennonite Church in Uganda. 

Pastoral Care 
Pastoral Care is an important resource available at St. Timothy’s. Pastor Kris can 

be contacted at any time at 773-4400 or 715-965-5940. The following are some  

situations in which you should call:  

 In the event of a hospitalization or placement in another health care facility. 

These institutions do not notify churches and pastors, so Pastor Kris will not 

know unless you call.  

 In emergency situations of injury or illness, even if there is no hospital          

admission. People are often sent home under difficult circumstances.  

 In times of personal crisis or struggle in which you may      

benefit from direct pastoral care.  

 When in need of pastoral services such as baptisms,       

weddings, home communion, funeral, or memorial services.  

 In any other circumstance where pastoral care may benefit 

you. When in doubt, call.  

mailto:sttimothygrandisland@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2 

3 Worship, 8 

and 10:30 on 

Zoom 

4  

Finance 

Meeting 

6:30 PM 

5  
Book 

Study,      

7 PM 

6 7 8 9 

10 Worship, 

8 and 10:30 

on Zoom 

Mother’s Day 

11  
Board 

Meeting 

6:30 PM 

12  
Book 

Study,      

7 PM 

13 14 15 16 

17 Worship, 

8 and 10:30 

on Zoom 

18  
Planning 

Team,       

7 PM 

19 20 21 
Trivia, 

6:30 PM 

22 23 

24 Worship, 

8 and 10:30 

on Zoom 

25 26 27 28 29 30 

31 Worship, 

8 and 10:30 

on Zoom 

Pentecost 

      

May 2020  




