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Our Vision:  

Christ Being the Cornerstone of 
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Our Mission:  

Sending Forth Disciples of Christ 

Great things are happening at St. Timothy’s! Here’s what’s inside: 

 From the Pastor’s Home Study 

 Stewardship and Online Giving 

 Notes from the Altar Guild 

 A Note from the President 

 News and Updates from the Child Care Center 

 Congregation Spotlight 

 Worship Updates 

 Fellowship  

 Educational Opportunities 

 Mission in Action 

 Upcoming Events 

 Prayer Chain and Pastoral Care 

 Calendar 



Prayer Moves Moutains 

Do you remember when Jesus came to visit Martha and Mary? Martha took it up-

on herself to prepare the food to show great hospitality! On the other hand, Mary 

chose to sit and listen to Jesus to show respect for his teachings! Who, would you 

say, did the best thing?   

All the ingredients have been gathered, prepared and placed on the table for the 

feast. She has cleaned, cooked, and stood on her feet for a very long time. While 

Jesus is speaking, Martha smiles when she recognizes the fruits of her labor. 

When they are eating, Martha who is enjoying their compliments thinks, ”they 

certainly know now that I, Martha, made the better choice.” 

We live in a world that values doing. We live in a culture that is impressed by 

hard work made visible in fancy cars, homes, clothing or extreme vacations.  

Sometimes, we don’t even care if the money was earned legally or illegally. What 

we believe are valuable are those gorgeous real items that we can appreciate with 

our five senses. Once this has been internalized, it impacts our spiritual life. 

Jesus values something totally different. Jesus values creation so much that he 

came to teach about love, forgiveness, compassion, and mercy, as key ingredients 

in God’s kingdom. As Mary listens to Jesus, she learns of God’s ways, love, and 

promise for all of creation. To her surprise, even she is welcome to God’s table.  

Through Jesus’ words, she starts to dream of a world under the reign of God. Her 

life and future have purpose and meaning and she is part of God’s kingdom.   

Artwork by Sara Villarreal, 

Bishop. Used with permission. 



When Jesus’ disciples ask him how to pray, Jesus replies, “Thy kingdom come, thy 

will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.” What are your thoughts about prayer? 

Sometimes, materialistic Christians see prayer like a letter to Santa Claus; as Je-

sus says, “Ask and you shall receive.” When God does not respond with things 

that moth and rust will destroy, prayer is abandoned.  

For me, prayer is a powerful action. God has given us the power to transform our 

lives and our world through the gift of prayer. The future is not closed. We shape 

our future and the future of others through prayer. We can change the future by 

praying for things to change in our world. 

Pastor Kris 

As human beings, we are easily preoccupied with the present in ways that mini-

mize our attentiveness to the future. As stewards and people of faith, we face the 

same challenge. How do we make space amid our daily responsibilities as leaders, 

managers, and caretakers to invest in a world that we will never see? 

God’s dream for creation is a work-in-progress that will not reach 

completion during our lifetimes. Being a co-creator with God of that 

emerging reality involves not just how we make the world a better 

place today, but the people, systems, and ideas we pass on to keep 

that work going in the future. This is good stewardship. What       

vision do you have for the future at Stony Point and Staley Road?  

We are so thankful for those who have signed up for on-line giving.  If you are in-

terested in giving on-line, I would recommend Give Plus by Vanco. It is great for 

our family. We never worry about the check making it to the church, out of my 

pocket, or the car. Our offering is a part of our budget, and we are so grateful for 

this opportunity to support Christ’s mission at St. Timothy.   

Pastor Kris and Steve   



Welcome to August. The liturgical calendar keeps us in Time after Pentecost. 

Our color remains green. But I’m going to talk about the color red! And a door! 

The great “I am.” 

We’ve heard that term in Sunday school, in church, in Bible study. 

A statement made by Jesus Christ that reveals his character and his work.  

There are seven such statements and they are all in the Gospel of John. 

John 10:9. I am the door. Simple, powerful, profound.  

The door at St. Timothy is rich in meaning and significance.  

It separates the secular world from the church, the “market” 

from the “temple.” 

It is painted red with intent and meaning. 

Red is the traditional color that marks it a place of sanctuary. 

Red symbolizes the blood of Christ. 

Red is the color of the doors of Wittenberg Cathedral where 

Martin Luther posted his 95 theses.  

When we enter St. Timothy, we lay aside the world so that we 

are free to be immersed in God. Remember too that the church represents You. Your 

body is the temple of God. Maybe our hearts are the “red door.”  

Church with a capital “C ” refers to the body of Christ! With a small “c,” it refers to   

a congregation. Our red door opens to both Church and church. 

We may not be opening the actual door. But COVID-19 has not prevented our       

virtual door from opening wide. 

Continue to worship as you are able, in our parking lot or on Zoom! Pray often. 

Lord, may the red door of my heart remain open wide for Jesus, for the love 

of you and my neighbor. 

Your sister in Christ, 

Deborah 



I have a dream……for St. Timothy’s. At our congregational meeting in January, I 

told you how inspired I was after reading Simon Sinek’s book, Start With Why. In 

February, Dr. Michael Calarco, who recommended the book to me, came and spoke 

about it at our board meeting and about how much it inspired him. We were moti-

vated! In March, we began our church’s “Why” journey only to be temporarily ta-

bled by the urgency of a new septic system, necessary boiler, and still-present 

Covid-19. I am happy to announce that the new septic system has been installed, 

estimates for the much-needed boiler are slowly coming in, and we are worship-

ping outside and online thanks to Pastor Kris, Nick, and Kim. Whew!  

We are now ready to pick up where we left off…..which is, “What is OUR Why? 

What is St. Timothy’s Why?” The next couple of months we will be looking at our 

core values and will ask for your help. We are hoping to get small groups together 

with a few members of our board and ask you questions. The more in-depth the 

answers, the deeper and closer we get to our finding our “Why.”   

Yes, I have a dream. My dream is to inspire all of us 

at St. Timothy’s to find OUR dream, to find OUR 

purpose, and to find OUR “Why” so we can change 

how our friends, neighbors, relatives, and strangers 

see and feel God’s love and grace every day. 

Thank you for being part of St. Timothy’s and thank you in advance for your time 

and input.   

In peace, 

Karen Rose 

We’re excited to announce the baptisms of Maisie Ann 

Knight and Margot Cody Glassman coming up on August 

16th! While it will be a private  baptism, we invite you to 

celebrate these two new members of God’s family! 



We celebrated the Holidays this week at the Child Care  

Center. It included Valentine’s Day, Trick or Treating, an 

Easter egg hunt, and a Christmas celebration! Trunk or 

Treat was a blast! Special thanks to the families and church 

members who came and handed out candy and snacks!  

We are working hard to finish the budget. Know that we are crunching every   

penny to spend our funds efficiently. We have also have added some new safety 

measures to keep our families and staff safe. I'm so proud of all of the staff for the 

level of responsibility they have tackled. They are truly a blessing! 

Thanks to the church members who keep our grounds looking 

amazing and to Pastor Kris for her amazing guidance! 

Joelle Waters, CCC Director  

If you come to the church, please go through the Child Care Center to get your 

temperature taken and sign in for COVID tracking purposes. Thank you for your            

cooperation with this new protocol.  

The Church and Child Care Center parking lot will continue to be closed on       

Fridays throughout the summer for fun activities. 

Our new septic system has been installed. Special thanks to Sam Long and his tal-

ented crew for the seamless installation and special attention to all the interested 

child care students!  



Our First Communion kids are engaging with the story of Jesus more deeply       

as they grow in their faith. Check out this awesome coloring by Jake. He says:    

“This is my favorite picture because Jesus is alive again. It’s a happy time and 

it’s Easter. I like Easter!” 

Picture copyright information: Erlander, Daniel. A Place for You: My Holy Communion Book. Original ed., © Augsburg Fortress, 2018.  

If you love the simplicity and style of this picture 

and would like a thoughtful refresher on the   

topics of Baptism, Holy Communion, Jesus, The 

Bible, Forgiveness, and The Reformation, please 

contact the church office with your request.  



Our in-person, outdoor worship has been going very well and will 

continue in our parking lot each Sunday at 9:00 AM. In the event 

of rain, there will be no outdoor service. We will continue to have a 

second worship service on Zoom at 10:30 (you can find the link on 

our website, or call 1-929-205-6099 and use the meeting ID 864 

2915 2029 and password 493364). Recordings of the Zoom service 

will continue to be posted on YouTube and Facebook as well.  

Here are the procedures for in-person, outdoor worship: 

• We are no longer requiring registration prior to the service. 

• Please pull up and park in every other spot as the ushers direct you to. They 

will hand you a bulletin. 

• Bring lawn chairs and place them in front of your car. 

• Wear a mask at all times, making sure it is fully covering your nose and mouth. 

If you forget your mask, motion to the usher while staying in your car, and they 

will bring you one. 

• Maintain a distance of at least 6 feet at all times.  

• Please bring hand sanitizer and use as needed. 

• Pastor Kris will stand in front of the church to run the service. The length will 

be kept at 30 minutes.  

• There will be no offering, and peace will be shared by hand signal only. You can 

now sing quietly to yourself or hum along, but Pastor Kris will continue to speak 

the words of the hymns above the instrumental music. 

• The church will remain locked and bathrooms will be inaccessible. 

 

Please continue to take all precautions to keep your neighbors safe.  

Holy Communion is now practiced at the 10:30 Zoom service. Please 

bring your own bread and wine, and use plates and glasses that       

reflect this precious and sacred sacrament. You may also want to 

place a cross and candle in this space as additional reminders. 



All women of St. Timothy are welcome to attend our annual 

WELCA summer picnic on Tuesday, August 25th at 6 PM at 

the home of Carolyn Doebert, 665 South Colony Road. Bring a 

dish to pass and wear your mask to practice social distancing. 

Please call if you plan to attend: 773-2643. 

Please note that the WELCA picnic will replace our art therapy fellowship night. 

Have you ever taken a critical look at our culture's worldview and asked where Je-

sus stands on it? Are you interested in understanding our world in theological 

terms, or ancient concepts in light of the modern experience? Do you know the im-

pact your worldview has on your prayer life? There is so much for our eyes to be 

opened to. See things from Jesus's perspective in The Powers That Be: Theology 

for a New Millennium by Walter Wink, and see your   

discipleship transformed in powerful ways. Join us in 

discussion Tuesday, August 11th, and Monday, August 

24th at 7 PM on Zoom. Please read chapters 1-5 for our 

first meeting and 6-10 for the second. You can find the 

link to join on our website (please note: there is a       

separate Zoom link for each meeting). 

Anyone a fan of fast-paced murder mysteries? Come read and 

discuss City of Peace by Presbyterian pastor Henry G. Brinton on 

September 29th at 6:30 PM. Follow the story of Methodist minis-

ter Harley Camden as he tries to heal from loss, build bridges to 

neighbors of all kinds, and stop the violence in his city. Discover 

through this inspirational and suspenseful narrative how we can 

overcome the polarizing divisions of our time and come to a place 

of forgiveness, reconciliation, and peace.  



This is the final week for the food and COVID-supply drive to support the Com-

munity of Good Neighbors and Resurrection Village. Please drop off final dona-

tions by August 6th by placing the items right outside the church door, ringing the 

buzzer, and leaving, Monday through Thursday mornings from 11 AM to 1 PM. 

They are especially looking for cloth masks, hand sanitizer, gloves, bags, and 

cleaning supplies, in 

addition to non-

perishable food items. 

If you’d prefer to give 

monetarily, you can 

use the Upstate New 

York Synod Tithe.ly 

form here (and on our 

website) by choosing 

the Community of 

Good Neighbors drop-

down where it says 

“give to.” Thank you 

to everyone who has 

donated! 

Our ministry at St. Timothy has been continuing strong. Pastor Kris has daily   

Facebook messages for the public at 3 PM every day on the topics of prayer, the 

Holy Spirit, how to study the Bible, and social justice. She always has a good turn 

out and has reached people outside of St. Timothy as well. We are excited to an-

nounce that two new families will be joining our church this fall, and our prayer 

chain has grown by one member. Our First Communion class started instruction 

last month, and planning is underway for faith formation in preparation for the 

new school year. We have given our support to the community that Resurrection 

Village serves through donations, and we continue to support Ben Richard through 

prayer, cards, and money for recovery costs (you can donate here). Over 30 cards 

were sent out in the month of July to those who were in the hospital and other 

members (many thanks to Nancy Morth and Debbie Slough for this ministry).  

https://tithe.ly/give_new/www/#/tithely/give-one-time/416934
https://www.gofundme.com/f/viking-love-for-ben-richard?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=m_pd+share-sheet


Hearts for the Homeless, the red collection bin in our parking lot, is accepting   

donations again. Due to a more limited capacity, they are primarily looking for 

gently used clothing, accessories, linens, and household items 

(houseware, toys, games, books, decorations, etc.) for their 

thrift shop. The shop serves a poverty-stricken area in Buffalo 

where there is no transportation to the suburbs to shop in 

malls, and all the proceeds after expenses go to their mobile soup kitchen. They 

also always accept monetary donations; you can give here. 

The Niagara Falls Habitat for Humanity is in operation again. They 

have many precautions in place and will be requiring everyone present 

to wear masks and maintain social distancing at all times. For those of 

us comfortable returning, we will be partnering with them for a Faith 

Build in September. More details will  follow as that approaches.  

If you’re looking to make a further impact, here are a few Christ-centered           

organizations that are doing important work during this time: ELCA World    

Hunger (donate here), the ELCA COVID-19 Response Fund (here), all ELCA   

ministries (here), and Lutheran Charities (here). Each organization targets       

different areas of need across the country and the world, and all would welcome 

your support to do their important work. 

Please continue to support Ben Richard and his family by keeping them in your 

prayers, sending cards, and donating financially to help pay their extensive    

medical bills (you can find the donation form here).  

Our Annual Meeting to approve the budget will take place on Zoom in September. 

More details will follow shortly.  

All women of the church are invited to the WELCA picnic on August 25th at 6 PM 

at 665 South Colony Road. Please contact Carolyn Doebert at 773-2643 to RSVP, 

bring a dish to pass, and wear your mask.  

We’re looking for new teachers for Sunday School! Please                                      

contact Pastor Kris if you’re interested.  

https://heartsforthehomeless.org/donate/
https://community.elca.org/elcaworldhunger
https://community.elca.org/advanced-donation-form/covid-19-response-fund?erid=889c99a0-da46-4410-ac81-46b44674e935&trid=889c99a0-da46-4410-ac81-46b44674e935
https://community.elca.org/givenow
https://www.wnylutherancharities.org/index.cfm?fuseaction=product.display&product_id=52
https://www.gofundme.com/f/viking-love-for-ben-richard?utm_source=facebook&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=m_pd+share-sheet


Here at St. Timothy, we believe that prayer is powerful and 

can be incredibly helpful in our lives and in the lives of      

others. Our prayer chain allows you to ask those in our church community to pray 

for your friends and loved ones in their times of need.  

If you would like to add someone to the prayer chain, you can call us at 773-4400,  

email us at sttimothygrandisland@gmail.com, or contact Pastor Kris. Please also      

include an address where we can send cards. 

This month, we rejoice in the wonderful healing of Mason and mourn the loss of 

Wanda Cutini. Please also hold these people in your prayers: Karen Geng, Cathy 

Niccola, Louis Volo Jr., Jennifer Buchanan, Ben Richard, Jack Passanese, Michael 

Pachan,  Don Collins, Joanne M., Dick and Mary Ball, Robert Miller, Carol Glaiser, 

Lorraine Pfohl, Jane Goris, Jerry Peete, Tamara Proctor, Cheryl Rosati, Jim 

Olmstead, Robin Aronica, Rosaria Phillippone, Robin Bengalio Richard, the Maris 

Family, Sylvia   and Joe Smith, Debra Saura, and Charlene Faleski. 

Pastoral Care is an important resource available at St. Timothy’s. Pastor Kris can 

be contacted at any time at 773-4400 or 715-965-5940. The following are some  

situations in which you should call:  

 In the event of a hospitalization or placement in another health care facility. 

These institutions do not notify churches and pastors, so Pastor Kris will not 

know unless you call.  

 In emergency situations of injury or illness, even if there is no hospital          

admission. People are often sent home under difficult circumstances.  

 In times of personal crisis or struggle in which you may      

benefit from direct pastoral care.  

 When in need of pastoral services such as baptisms,       

weddings, home communion, funeral, or memorial services.  

 In any other circumstance where pastoral care may benefit 

you. When in doubt, call.  

mailto:sttimothygrandisland@gmail.com


August  2020 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

      1 

2 Worship, 

9:00 AM 

outside, 

10:30 Zoom 

3 4  5 6 7 8 

9 Worship, 

9:00 AM 

outside, 

10:30 Zoom 

10  

Finance 

Meeting, 

6:30 PM 

11 Powers 

Book 

Study,      

7 PM 

12 13 14 15 

16 Worship, 

9 & 10:30 

Baptism, 

12:30 

17 

Board 

Meeting, 

6:30 PM 

18  19   20 21 22 

23 Worship, 

9:00 AM 

outside, 

10:30 Zoom 

24 Powers 

Book 

Study,      

7 PM 

25 

WELCA 

Picnic, 

6:00 PM 

26 27 28 29 

30 Worship, 

9:00 AM 

outside, 

10:30 Zoom 

31      


