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Happy easter everyone! But before we celebrate Easter, we must commemorate Good Friday.  

After all, there cannot be an Easter without a Good Friday. For me, Good Friday is one of the 

most important days of our Christian calendar but in our Christian society, so many of us give 

short shrift to this day. I’d like to change that. 

Good Friday is perhaps the most honest day we commemorate in our Christian year. It is the 

one holiday that forces us to deal with the most primal and human of emotions. On Good      

Friday, we are confronted with our mortality, our fears, our jealousies, and our egotistical      

desire to have control and power. 

It was the powerful temple folks who felt threatened by Jesus’s message of    

inclusion, fairness and justice. The establishment was jealous of Jesus’s       

popularity and effectiveness in his message. The powerful were afraid of His 

ability to preach a gospel of hope and strength when they were struggling to 

maintain order. All of this converged to foment their most primal feelings; fear. 

It was fear of being displaced, or being dethroned and revealed that the Romans and the    

Temple leaders colluded to murder Christ. It was fear of losing control that forced the hands of 

Pontius Pilate and it was fear of empowering the masses that made both the Temple leaders 

and the Roman military authorities squash Jesus and His message. In the end, it was all about 

fear! 

I can’t help but ponder on that word, fear, as I prepare the congregation and myself for Holy 

Week and Good Friday. 

One could make a sound argument that fear has roiled our political discourse and social         

interactions for years. There has always been an element of fear that has driven our national 

consciousness. I grew up at the tail end of the fear of nuclear holocaust, and we practiced      

hiding under our desks during air raid drills. I remember thinking the Soviet Union would 

bomb us many times over if they wanted to and I remember that terrorism was a scary        

proposition in many parts of the world. I recalled watching the Chernobyl nuclear powerplant 

explosion and its aftermath.   

I was in high school when we came to the rescue of Kuwait and the oil fields of Iraq in 1990, 

and I certainly remember the beginning of homegrown terrorists with the Oklahoma City 

bombing when I was in college.   

Yet, the current amount of fears I hear expressed by people and see acted out makes me      

wonder if we have become a nation driven by our most animalistic instincts instead of our     

calling as Christians.  



Since the beginning of the year, we witnessed two atrocious acts driven by fear: the storming of 

the Capitol in Washington and the murders of eight individuals in Atlanta. I contend that the 

storming of the Capitol was driven by a fear of losing control. Not Republicans losing control, 

but White Supremacists fearing losing control of what they believe is their country. The       

murders in Atlanta were the manifestation of those racists feeling threatened by people who 

they believe don’t live by their values and/or belong in this country.   

What I find fascinating is that so many of these White Supremacists claim to be Christians and 

yet act complete contrary to the teachings of the Bible. They pick and choose verses that speaks 

to their grievances and the reality they want to espouse. This behavior is similar to the way the 

Pharisees and the Sadducees behaved with Christ. They killed the Messiah despite knowing 

that there were laws against murder and killings. They were foretold of the messiah and what 

He would be like and they ignored those prophets and denied Christ anyway. 

The White Supremacists either ignore or don’t know that there are laws in Leviticus that speak 

of welcoming the strangers, the resident aliens.  That Christ and His earthly parents were    

refugees in a foreign land. They ignore the story of Ruth and Naomi and how they traveled to a 

different country in order to survive and have life. They ignore Jesus’ constant reminders of 

caring for “the least of these,” the imprisoned, the sinners, the prodigal child, and the lame.  

The most primal and animalistic part of our brain is found very close to the part that allows us 

to be creative, imaginative, and to connect with the divine. It is a fine line between faith and 

fear. Yet, living by faith is far from living in fear.  

Living by faith allows us to be creative and imaginative in how we deal with problems we are 

confronted with. Living in fear separates us from others. Living by faith allows us to connect 

and live whole lives, living in fear brings us more fear and our lives become narrower and      

unfulfilling.   

If we truly commemorate Good Friday, we learn that it is good because this day forces us to 

confront the ugly truths about us and our fears. Yet, this day invites us to intentionally and  

rationally move ourselves from our animalistic behaviors and embrace the true potential of 

what God has given us: our imagination to dream of a new world, our creativity to make a     

society that is truly Godly, and a life more centered on Christ and His Gospel. 

It is in choosing that that Easter becomes a powerful gift and a great day.   

God bless you this month and especially as we journey through Holy Week. 

Please make it a priority of yours to connect with God and allow Him to dwell 

within you and let Him guide you in your life. Amen. 

In Christ always 

Pastor Tom Glasoe 

Interim Pastor 



Just a few days ago, it was Palm Sunday. So much pageantry; red table coverings, palm leaves, 

cheering, and singing.  

April begins on a serious note. Lent has ended. The Paschal Triduum is a single three-day feast 

encompassing Maundy Thursday, Good Friday, and culminating in the vigil of Easter.  

We are in worship together on a Thursday. It’s Maundy Thursday. 

We are given instructions in serving others. We will share the  

paschal mystery of Communion. Then, we go still as the altar is 

stripped. All color, elements, and ornaments are removed from the chancel area. Candles are 

extinguished. Lights are dimmed. The music ends. Only the light from the sanctuary candle 

remains to light our way as we leave in silence. There is no benediction.  

It’s Good Friday. The sanctuary is dark, bleak. Today the focus is on the 

cross, a symbol of death and of life. This year we will gather online. Zoom 

provides the opportunity for Pastor Tom to walk us through “The Stations 

of the Cross.” This will take us on a journey with Jesus; suffering, death 

on the cross, and laid in the tomb. His sacrifice is raw and made real for 

us again. Only our hope remains.  

Easter Sunday morning. He is risen! Alleluia! Our hope is made manifest in 

Jesus resurrection! Gold drapes the altar. The Paschal candle is lit. Flowers 

and the scent of lilies fill the air. We will worship, pray, hear the Word, and 

share the Eucharist meal as a community of believers. This morning we 

leave the sanctuary with joy to witness Christ’s love and mercy for all.  

Easter is a Season as well as a Feast of the Resurrection celebrated on Easter   

Sunday. The Season of Easter is 50 days. It’s central theme is the Resurrection of 

Christ together with our resurrection from sin to new life in grace. The sanctuary 

remains dressed in white. The gold altar drape is removed. The paschal candle is lit 

for all worship services during this season.   Notice the butterfly cloth under the 

baptismal font, a symbol of resurrection. We will sing and give praise for the risen 

Christ in our midst, then and now. Then we can truly go in peace and serve others.  

Thanks be to God. 

Your sister in Christ, 

Deborah 



I Have a Dream. 

 

No, this is not Martin Luther King, Jr., but someone exhilarated for the future direction of St. 

Timothy’s.   

 

Shortly after I became board president at St. Timothy’s, a book “Start With Why” was suggested 

to me by Dr. Mike Calarco. I read that book and as you are aware, have been inspired ever 

since. 

 

Although Covid-19 derailed us, I would like to finally find St. Timothy’s “Why.” This is a process 

of discovering and sharing what makes St. Timothy’s special (and will become a lens in which 

everything we say, everything we do, and everyone we hire for our organization will represent 

our “Why.”) As calling a new pastor will be forthcoming, I feel this process will be invaluable for 

the future of St. Timothy’s. 

 

In order to find St. Timothy’s “Why” or “Our Purpose,” we need to get a diverse grouping from 

our organization. That includes childcare teachers (past and present), childcare parents (past 

and present) and parishioners (seasoned and newer) who feel they have a passion for what we 

do and a perspective to share. The total number we can have for this discussion is 20-30 people. 

On behalf of the board, kindly let one of us know if you would be interested in joining us on  

Sunday, April 18th from 10am-2pm. Lunch will be provided. 

 

In closing, thank you for the opportunity to be the board president of St. Timothy’s. My hope 

and prayer is that together we can define our true purpose and help St. Timothy’s and our 

Childcare ministry grow to its full potential. 

 

In peace, 

Karen Rose 

Thanks to everyone who helped sell and purchased tickets for the Pot O' Gold raffle. It was a 

huge success! The center made a $7,450.00 profit. We are pleased to say we have ordered our 

custom-made sensory tables, and they should be complete by April 15th. We also ordered a 

child and adult AED. An AED is used when an adult or child has a cardiac incident. We are the 

only childcare center in Erie county to have this technology. This is an important step and     

extra layer of protection for our children and staff.   

Speaking of Fundraisers: Save the Date for our Chicken BBQ! It will be held on May 15, 2021, 

from 3:00pm-6:30pm. Please let us know if you would like to volunteer to help with this event. 

More details will follow! 

Joelle Waters 

CCC Director 



Greetings from the Call Committee! The Call Committee has held its first two meetings. At the 

first meeting, the Committee elected its officers.  I was appointed Chairman, Mark Steck was 

appointed Vice-Chairman, and Kim Yaeger was appointed Secretary. Pastor Tom walked us 

through the call process and anticipated timeline.   

The Committee has begun to familiarize itself with the Ministry Site Profile (MSP), which is 

the equivalent of posting our resume on Indeed or Linked-in. There are portions of the MSP 

that call for strict numerical data, such as the number of people in our community and the    

ethnic make-up of our community. Other portions require subjective evaluations of who St. 

Timothy’s is—our strengths and weaknesses—and where St. Timothy’s is being called to go.  

Those subjective evaluations will require input from those both inside and outside St.         

Timothy’s.   

The Committee is dedicated to getting input from as many people as possible. In that regard, 

we will be sending out a survey, taken almost verbatim from portions of the MSP, in April.  

The survey will be anonymous and available both via email and in hard copy (just stop by the 

office to pick one up). We would like to receive the responses by the end of April. We will then 

schedule some small group talking sessions to discuss the survey results and gather additional 

input. 

In conjunction with the survey and small group sessions discussed above, the Board will be 

pursuing a discussion about “finding our why.” Those discussions, while critical to St.          

Timothy’s going forward, will also inform our MSP. So please take the time to participate in 

those discussions, and invite others to lend their voices as well.   

Please pray for the Committee and Board during this discernment process. We will provide 

monthly updates by way of the Timothian, but if you have any questions, comments, or         

concerns, please bring them to any member of the Committee: Shari Miller, Sarah Sweeney, 

Kim Yaeger, Carl Remmes, Mark Steck, Pastor Tom, or me.   

Yours in Christ, 

Ryan Cummings 



If anyone has borrowed some of our folding chairs, we would appreciate if you could return them 

to the church. Thank you! 

We’re excited to announce that Sunday School will be resuming in-person on Sunday, April 11th 

during the 9 AM service, and we look forward to gathering with you all again! 

Please let us know if you have had a change in address, phone number, or place of residence in 

the last two years so we can keep our directory up to date. This can be done by calling the office 

at 773-4400, or by emailing us at communications@sttimothygrandisland.com. Updated          

directories will become available in mid-April electronically or for pick-up at the church. 

As Ryan mentioned previously, the Call Committee would like input from each of you as we fill 

out our Ministry Site Profile. Please keep an eye out for our online survey and for when you can 

pick up printed copies to fill out manually. We value your voice, and we would really appreciate 

your participation in this and in the talking sessions. More information will follow. 

On March 23rd, we said goodbye to Ron Bastian, beloved member of our congregation and     

true pillar of St. Timothy. As a preaching deacon, Sunday School teacher, active force in the   

establishment of our Child Care Center, council member, participant in many committees, choir 

member, and well-loved congregant, Ron’s impact has been so far-reaching. He is remembered 

for his welcoming nature, intelligence, sense of humor, friendliness, dedication, and generosity. 

We are so thankful for Ron’s time with us and will miss him dearly. Please pray for his family, 

and especially Peggie, in this difficult time. 

Thanks to everyone who takes cans and bottles to Bottle Junction—we raised over $130 this 

time! Every little bit counts. 



Holy Week Worship Schedule 

Our Maundy Thursday Service will be held in-person and live streamed at 7 PM on April 1st, 

and our Good Friday Service will be held on Zoom on April 2nd, also at 7 PM, as we go through 

the Stations of the Cross. 

Easter Sunday 

On Easter, April 4th, we will hold 8 AM and 10:30 AM services in our sanctuary with the 10:30 

service live streamed.  

Sunday Worship Services 

Our worship services are now permanently back in-person and will change to a single 9 AM        

in-person service for each of the following weeks until we reach a capacity that warrants two  

services. We are looking forward to having you back with us! 

As with any gathering until covid is over, we ask that you wear your masks, sanitize your hands 

upon entry, and practice social distancing. Please note that triple layer masks are recommended 

with more dangerous strains present. Thank you as always for keeping your neighbors safe. 

Online Worship Option 

For those that feel safer worshiping at home, we will be live-streaming the 10:30 AM Easter   

service and each 9 AM service after that. We will also hold a Zoom coffee hour immediately      

following each live stream to socialize for a few minutes as we would normally do after church. 

The link to join will be on the front page of our website. We are also attempting to combine the 

live stream with Zoom so that we are able to gather virtually with each other and make it more 

personal and will let you know when we’ve figured it out.  



Thank you to everyone who donated to Undie Sunday this month, providing dignity and comfort 

to many less fortunate.  

Our older youth have been meeting regularly. In preparation for Palm Sunday, they got together 

to fold crosses out of palm branches to give to the Child Care Center kids and parishioners.  



RESURRECTION PEOPLE 

An old motto of our Synod was, “We are resurrection people who pray first, walk together, and 

change lives.” What are resurrection people? Since Jesus was raised and did not stay in the 

tomb, so are we resurrected. Our faith is not dead, dormant, or sleeping, but is alive in this 

world and active to help others. For the past year, some local outreach has had to be curtailed 

because of the pandemic, but the mission of the Church goes on, with even greater need. Our 

larger ELCA church body continues to sponsor missionaries, feed the hungry, assist those affect-

ed by disasters, open new congregations, and so much more. Through your mission support, res-

urrection life is experienced all over the world: 

In Peru, Noemi persisted despite many challenges growing up. Then, she discovered an 

ELCA companion ministry which trains vulnerable people in tolerance, respect, equity, 

and social justice. 

At Bridge of Peace Community Church in New Jersey, a food pantry has adjusted its routine 

to account for the pandemic, while drastically increasing the number of people it serves.  

In Serbia, many Roma people are returning from migration. When the Salijevski family re-

turned, they were homeless until they connected with Children on the Move, which aims 

to reduce the number of people living on the street, and ensures that children have access 

to education. 

In Milwaukee, the Strong Baby Program raises awareness about safe infant sleeping practic-

es to reduce infant mortality, which is three times higher in African-American babies. 

In Tanzania, Eva got essential support from a palliative care program when she was diag-

nosed with breast cancer. 25 facilities across the country accompany people facing medical 

issues.  

In Chile, Maggie shares information about health topics through workshops and community 

events, and herself learned how to cultivate a vegetable garden in her tiny yard. 

In the US, newcomers like Tamara, who escaped poverty and violence in Haiti, receive shel-

ter, food, help with travel, legal services, and connection to essential lifelines. 

When you feel the joy of Jesus’ resurrection this Easter, know that you are also bringing resur-

rection to so many others through your mission support. Thank you! He is risen! He is risen in-

deed! 

We are church together for the sake of the world. God’s Work. Our Hands.  

Marcia Brown, ELCA Missions Interpreter 



Here at St. Timothy, we believe that prayer is powerful and can be incredibly helpful in our lives 

and in the lives of others. Our prayer chain allows you to ask those in our church community to 

pray for your friends and loved ones in their times of need.  

If you would like to add someone to the prayer chain, you can call us at 773-4400, email us at 

communications@sttimothygrandisland.com, or contact Pastor Tom. Please also include an     

address where we can send cards. 

We hold the following people in our prayers: The family of Ron Bastian, 

Siobhain, Renee, Nancy Gorrell, Gene and Renee Ottman and family,  

Lauren P., Jack Kraft, Ray Romaleski, Murray Chesbro, Danny Penque, 

Janet W., Margaret Miller, Phil LeFevre, Mel and Joyce Zimmerman,  

Jennifer Buchanan, Beverly and Jim Penman, Dan Kramer, Brian Volo, Mike, Olivia Williams 

and family, Cathy Niccola, Matt Stzaba, Joanne M., Robert Miller, Louis Volo Jr, Dottie Roeh-

rig, Karen Geng, Sylvia and Joe Smith, Lorraine Pfohl, Jerry Peete, Cheryl Rosati, Rosaria Phil-

lippone, Robin Bengalio Richard, and Charlene Faleski. 

This month, we’ll be celebrating Thomas Steck’s birthday on April 2nd, Paul and 

Donna Yaeger’s anniversary on April 4th, and Robert Miller’s birthday on April 

27th. Please let us know if you’d like a directory to contact these members, or if 

you’d like to add your birthday and anniversary to our celebration list! 

Please reach out to Pastor Tom Glasoe for your pastoral care needs. 

You can contact him on   his cell phone by calling or texting           

814-460-5066, or by emailing him at glasoe@me.com or                  

pastor@sttimothygrandisland.com. 

mailto:sttimothygrandisland@gmail.com
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