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GRACE IS FOR EVERYONE 

As of this writing, the US College of Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church is considering 

withholding the gift of Holy Communion from our current president, Joe Biden, and any other 

politicians who support abortion. 

It frustrates me deeply to read this.  I’m frustrated for two reasons. 

First, in our national news media, the only time religion, and in particular, Christianity, get 

any attention is when something negative is occurring.  Let me share with you some examples: 

In the last month, I have read articles in popular news magazines and newspapers about 

the decline of the American Church.   

I read in depth about the Southern Baptist Convention national assembly that occurred in 

mid-June having to deal with far-right white supremacist factions.   

I read a Washington Post article that detailed a recent Gallop poll data that indicate for the 

first time in American history that religious people are now in the minority.   

And now, the US Bishops of the Roman Catholic Church is seriously considering            

withholding the sacred act of Holy Communion from politicians who don’t agree with 

their theology or politics. 

I watched a story about how the white supremacists in America believe that Christianity is 

a white man’s religion and therefore, the Christian faith must be protected from those 

that want to make it more inclusive of other races, groups and identities.  

Granted, the media, regardless of political persuasion, is much more sensationalized in its 

presentation of the news.  However, the Church is still presented as a negative institution in 

these articles. 

Yet, perhaps the biggest point of frustration I have with those Catholic bishops is the fact that 

they are playing God in regarding withholding Communion from people.  One of the biggest 

reasons I love being a Lutheran is because we understanding the concept of grace is free to all.  

It is freely given and that through Christ, God sees us as children of a fallen humanity and 

chooses to love us anyway through His Grace. 

The sacramental gifts of Holy Baptism and Holy Communion are 

given to us by our Lord, not humanity.  Thus, I question the      

bishops as where they get the authority to judge whether an         

individual can participate in the holy act of Communion.   



The clergy office is called the Office of the Keys.  The Office of the Keys is that special authority 

which Christ has given to His church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant sinners.  I am     

of the mindset that as a pastor, God works through me, like a vessel, to effect change and      

outcomes that help people.  I am merely a vehicle by which God’s work, grace, and blessings can 

occur.  I don’t decide who gets to access God’s grace. 

Thus, when it comes to Holy Communion, an act of deep importance that aids in the forgiveness 

of sins and the closer connection with God, we should not withhold it as it is not ours to decide 

but God’s.  It is God’s forgiveness and grace that we receive through the sacraments and not 

ours.  We should be simply about providing grace to all people in a world that is extremely short 

on grace.   

Joe Biden or anyone else should be welcomed to the Holy Communion table always and we, as 

holy vessels, should allow God to effect his Works to all of humanity. 

God bless you and have a safe summer. 

Pastor Tom 

The Call Committee met on June 16th to review the Ministry Site Profile (MSP) draft and will 

meet on June 30th to finalize it. The Council will hold a special meeting in early July to         

approve the MSP before it is sent out to the Synod, who then curates candidates for us. Our 

next step is to compile interview questions so we are prepared when we are connected with  

candidates.  

If you have any questions, please don't hesitate to reach out to any member of the Call        

Committee. Please also continue to pray for our discernment and for the candidates as they   

answer God's call into ministry with us. 

Yours in Christ,  

Ryan 



Call and response. Jesus had much to do after His resurrection before He ascended to the       

Father. Groups of people were gathered as Jesus traveled. They were given instructions how to 

live, act, and love God and each other. The Disciples are empowered by Jesus to instruct, heal, 

and bring people to God. They are sent out to do this. They are now referred to as Apostles. 

They were followers of Christ and now call others to Christ. They were called and responded. 

We are called and we respond. We too are disciples and apostles. God sent the Holy Spirit to be 

with us at Pentecost. How’s that for good company! 

 

The long liturgical season of Time after Pentecost continues through July. The green color of 

growth illustrates this season. The church of St. Timothy is most certainly in the season of 

growth. We examine ourselves and our community of faith in order to call a new Pastor as our 

shepherd and leader. It seems fitting to do this task during this season. 

 

God designed creation to be continuously renewed. Take time this summer to be renewed in the 

lush green of summer and God’s love. Take a few moments before service begins to meditate on 

the green paraments that drape the altar, pulpit and lectern. Notice the symbols of the Word, 

Holy Trinity, light of God, the elements of communion and more. Find these symbols outside in 

God’s creation. Be renewed within the walls of church and outside where earth, sea, and sky are 

the only boundaries. 

 

May we find strength and peace that God walks with us. 

 

Your sister in Christ, 

Deborah  



As I reflect on this past month, I am grateful for so many things. We have such a beautiful 

church to worship in and are now able to do so in person. We now have a church council liaison 

on each of our ministry committees, so communication is more cohesive. I am grateful for those 

committees, for the strong leadership of the church council and finance team, as well as for our 

new childcare director, Jennifer Minet, and her dedicated staff. I am grateful for your patience 

and grace as we welcomed our new director and her family into our ministry, for Brooke who 

drove from Rochester to step in to play the piano for Nick at the last minute, all of which      

happened on the same Sunday as our youth celebrated their first communion. Thank you, too, 

for your patience and grace with Shivani as she settles in and learns everything we need our 

accountant to know…..which is a lot! 

This past month the church council, with the approval of the finance team, decided to sell our 

old stove that wasn’t in good shape and purchase a new 10-burner, two-oven stove to replace it. 

We are grateful to Main-Ford General Supply Company who gave us a non-for-profit discount 

on our purchase. We are looking forward to using the stove for all the opportunities God has 

planned. The council and finance team also agreed and approved the replacement of seven   

windows in the childcare center that are in dire need of replacement and will provide additional 

emergency exits. As soon as the contract is received and signed, Comfort Windows will move 

forward with the removal and installation. All windows will be within the specs needed for the 

welfare of our children in our childcare center. 

As we look forward into July, we will be checking in to the safety of our childcare playground. 

Thank you to Carl who is attending to the fence and to our director, Jenn, who will look to see if 

any grants may be available to us. Also, our carpenter bumblebees are finally gone. According 

to Orkin, we will need to plug the holes and put a sealer on the wood to prevent them from      

returning next year. Please watch for a signup sheet. All hands are needed to help with outside 

(and inside) seasonal maintenance to keep our church as beautiful on the outside as it is on the 

inside. 

Lastly, with great sadness, I would like to announce that Renae Duck has decided to step down 

from the Council. She has one more year to her term (6/2022), so we will be looking for a         

replacement for her position for her remaining term. In addition, the Pagoada family will be 

moving to Florida on August 1st. Please enjoy them while they are here and help us celebrate 

them before they go. I will truly miss having their children, Bella and Evie, as part of my youth 

group. 

May God bless our church and childcare families as we live out our most resonated “why”   

statement: “To serve God by inspiring faith and passion through connections, so that we can 

nurture and fulfill our community and the world.” Let us always be grateful for what God has 

given us. 

In peace, 

Karen Rose 



The Child Care Center would like to 

applaud Miss Leah, Miss Maddie, 

and the Kinder Readiness class on   

a wonderful school year.  It was  

wonderful to welcome families to our 

graduation ceremony on June 16th.  

The children sang and shared their 

dreams for what they will be when 

they grow up.  Congratulations to 

the St. Timothy Child Care Center 

class of 2021!   

Our Summer Camp program begins 

on June 28th. We have many fun 

themes planned including: Party in 

the USA, Fine Arts Festival, and  

Vacation Bible School. We can’t wait 

to welcome back our school-age 

friends for summer fun! 

Jennifer Minet 

Child Care Center Director 

We are so excited to welcome our new Child Care Director, Ms. Jennifer Minet, and our new  

accountant, Shivani Francis, to St. Timothy’s!  

Jennifer Minet earned her Master’s degree in Early Childhood/Childhood Education from the 

University at Buffalo.  She is a seasoned early childhood professional with experience teaching 

young children, leading a nationally accredited child care center, and as trainer for early    

childhood educators.  Jenn looks forward to building relationships with the families and staff at 

the child care center as well as with the larger church congregation.  Jenn lives on Grand Island 

with her husband Brent and her three children; Allison, Michael, and Lydian.  She enjoys 

spending time with her family, cooking, baking, and reading. We are very excited to have her 

with us! 

Shivani Francis has her Bachelor’s in Accounting Management from Seneca College in Toronto 

and has much experience as an accountant and office manager. Shivani is super sweet and will 

be a great asset to our organization! 

Please join us in warmly welcoming them! 



Worship continues at 9 AM each Sunday. Come join us in-person or over livestream, which can 

be accessed from the front page of our website. Fellowship is offered over Zoom for our 

livestream friends about twice a month. We encourage you to join us for a few minutes after the 

service!  

Please join us on Friday, July 16th at 7 PM for a bonfire and s’mores to   

celebrate the Pagoada family as they prepare to move away. We have so  

enjoyed the time they’ve spent with us and wish them all the best in their 

new location! 

On Friday, August 13th at 5:30 PM, come have a joint Church & Child Care cookout with us! 

Help us welcome all the families at our center and our new director, Jenn, and possibly also say 

goodbye to Pastor Tom as he is called to another church closer to home. We’ll have a sign-up 

sheet out for dishes to pass as we get closer.  

RON BASTIAN CELEBRATION OF LIFE 

Come by the LaSalle Yacht Club on July 18th between 

1:00 and 4:00 PM for a Celebration of Life for Ron Bastian. 

There will be a short video, the sharing of memories, 

drinks, and hors d’oeuvres. If you have a favorite photo of 

Ron and/or one that includes you, too, please bring a copy 

for others to see.  

Please RSVP to Renée Gietz by July 3rd (or early the       

following week) by calling/texting 716-773-2847 or     

emailing rgietz@roadrunner.com. 

THANK YOU! 

A huge thank-you to all the church volunteers who filled in in the kitchen the last two weeks, 

feeding the children lunch and washing dishes. We are so grateful for your help and the stress 

you took off our center!  



CONGRATULATIONS TO OUR FIRST COMMUNICANTS! 

On June 6th, Pastor Tom led a First Communion training with three wonderful youth.  The 

training was focused on an interactive engagement of the Four Means of Grace (4 tools of grace): 

Baptism, Confession and Forgiveness, Reading and Hearing the Scriptures, and Holy          

Communion.   

When we engage in these acts, we experience God’s unmerited grace.  Pastor Tom pointed out 

that these four means (tools) are all available in worship, thus the importance of worship. 

The youth participated in making Communion bread, stomping grapes, playing Bible Jeopardy, 

doing an arts and crafts activity, and cleaning some dirtied towels as examples of how grace is 

explained and experienced.   

The three youths are Evangline Pagoada, Rhys Cummings, and Ayden Haseley.  They officially 

took part in their First Communion during worship on Sunday, June 13th.   

Congratulations to these youth as they celebrate this important spiritual milestone!  

GRADUATION CELEBRATION 

On July 11th, 2021, we will celebrate the high school graduation of Grace Sweeney.  We will   

also include in this celebrate Mark Steck and Luke Webb, who graduated last summer but for 

whom we were not able to celebrate because of COVID-19.  

We will share gifts and blessings to our graduates.  Congratulations to these three young         

individuals on their achievements! 



LUTHERAN CHARITIES GOLF CLASSIC 

The Lutheran Charities Golf Classic fundraiser will be held on Monday,     

August 9th at the Glen Oak Golf Club. It’s not too late to register! Please   

contact Phil Buchanan or the office to do so. Registration is $125 for 18 holes 

of golf with cart, both buffets, chances to win prizes, raffles, and more. Prizes 

include a pair of Sabres tickets with free parking and Lexus Club admission, 

a Darwin Martin House private tour for two couples, a backyard fire pit, and 

awards for putting, closest to the pin, longest drive, and for men’s, women’s, 

and mixed teams. After registration and the opening of the driving range at 10 AM, the lunch 

buffet will follow at 11 AM, the shotgun start at noon, at the dinner buffet and awards at 6 PM. 

We hope you can join us for a day of fun to support those in need! 

If anyone is interested in putting together or contributing to a basket for this event in support of 

Lutheran Charities and on behalf of St. Timothy’s, we would really appreciate it. Please let us 

know if you would like to do so and we will provide further details. Thank you. 

HABITAT FOR HUMANITY 

Save the date for our Faith Build with Habitat for Humanity Niagara on September 18th! We’ll 

be building from 10 AM to 3 or 4 PM. Further details will follow. For anyone who is interested 

in volunteering with a small group of parishioners before then, please sign up in the Narthex 

and we will put something together. We look forward to building with you this summer! 

COMMUNITY OF GOOD NEIGHBORS  

The CGN is moving! Starting July 1st, they’ll be in their new space in downtown 

Buffalo, 1092 Main Street (close to the Anchor Bar). All are welcome to come to 

their open house from August 2nd-5th from 10AM to 3 PM. They are also now      

partners with FeedMore WNY for their mobile food pantry, which is very good news for their 

ministry reach! 

DREAMS COME TRUE 

Chhani Marandi used to be a domestic worker. She is 24, lives in Nepal, and always dreamed of 

being a health care professional, inspired by her father’s health problems. He died when she 

was 5, and her older siblings had to leave school and work to support the family. Chhani herself 

started to do domestic work in third grade to pay for her own education, eventually graduating 

from 10th grade. Then she heard about a scholarship program from the Lutheran Community  



Welfare Society, a partner of Lutheran World Federation in Nepal. This is one of many projects 

supported by ELCA World Hunger that create opportunities for women. 

After 18 months of study, Chhani completed her training as an auxiliary nurse midwife, and 

now works at Anjali Hospital. She plans to also provide health services to her community by 

phone, and to continue her training so she can provide free care to families in poverty. “It was 

my dream to be a health worker since the time my family could not afford proper treatments for 

my father,” Chhani said. “I got the opportunity to fulfill my dream from the Lutheran World 

Federation in Nepal. I realized that it was ‘God’s grace to me and my dreams.’ “ 

You helped make Chhani’s dreams come true through your Mission Support. Thank you! 

We are church together for the sake of the world. God’s Work. Our Hands. 

Marcia Brown 

ELCA Mission Interpreter 

Lee Miller II elected bishop of ELCA Upstate New York Synod 

CHICAGO — The Rev. Lee M. Miller II, Buffalo, N.Y., was elected June 5 to serve a six-year 

term as bishop of the Upstate New York Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

(ELCA). The election took place during an online synod assembly. 

Miller was elected on the fifth ballot, with 157 votes. The Rev. Aileen Robbins, pastor of Messiah 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in Rochester, N.Y., received 134 votes. 

The bishop-elect has served as senior pastor of Holy Trinity Lutheran Church in Buffalo since 

2012. Prior to that he served as pastor of St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church in Philadelph-

ia, Pa., from 2004 to 2012 and as pastor of Christus Lutheran Church in Camden, N.J., from 

1998 to 2004. 

Miller earned a Bachelor of Arts degree from State University of New York at Albany in 1991 

and a Master of Divinity degree from the Lutheran Theological Seminary at Philadelphia (now 

United Lutheran Seminary) in 1998. Miller is currently working on a Doctor of Ministry degree 

at United, one of seven ELCA seminaries. 

Miller will take office Sept. 1, and his installation is scheduled for Sept. 18.  The Rev. John S. 

Macholz has served as bishop of the Upstate New York Synod since 2014. 



World Refugee Day 

"And the king will answer them, 'Truly I tell you, just as you did it to one of the least of these 

who are members of my family, you did it to me'" (Matthew 25:40). 

The global need for refugee resettlement has never been greater, and the U.S. Refugee           

Admissions Program (USRAP) is that lifeline — for children forcibly conscripted into armies, for 

LGBTQ+ people attacked for who they are, for religious minorities persecuted for their worship. 

In response to deepening crises around the world, the United States must reclaim its humani-

tarian and moral responsibility and reassume global leadership in refugee resettlement. 

  

With so many lives in danger, we will continue to honor the Lutheran legacy of generous and 

compassionate welcome for those who seek refuge in our communities. How would we respond if 

the refugee on our doorstep were Jesus himself? As Jesus taught, "Just as you did it to one of 

the least of these who are members of my family, you did it to me" (Matthew 25:40).  

For more than 80 years, Lutherans in the United States have joined together to respond to 

God's call to love the neighbor who comes to us as a stranger. Since 1939, Lutheran                 

Immigration and Refugee Service (LIRS) has led the Lutheran movement to welcome               

vulnerable migrants and refugees in America. LIRS is the largest faith-based nonprofit in the 

United States dedicated to serving vulnerable immigrants, asylum-seekers, and refugees.      

Together with Lutherans across the country, we have equipped and supported over half a       

million newcomers as they settled into cities across the country, and we have advocated boldly 

for policies that protect those we serve. We work rigorously to ensure that our policies reflect 

the best of our nation, and when a child of God has no safe home to return to, we open ours. 

This legacy of welcome is woven into our tradition and history as the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in America (ELCA). Many of our Lutheran ancestors faced the pain of having to flee 

their homes and knew the joy of being welcomed into new communities across the United 

States. Because this church believes in sustaining a faithful presence in the world, it "holds 

power accountable, advocates justice, stands with those who are poor and vulnerable, provides 

sanctuary, and meets human need" (ELCA social statement, For Peace in God's World, 1995). 

Offering refuge to displaced people and people fleeing persecution is a natural extension of that 

biblical witness. The ELCA's AMMPARO strategy (Accompanying Migrant Minors with        

Protection, Advocacy, Representation and Opportunities) — a holistic churchwide commitment 

to accompanying vulnerable migrant children and families, now and 

into the future — reflects this calling. Around 199 welcoming and 

sanctuary congregations, as well as 36 synod AMMPARO or          

immigration task forces with connections in 53 ELCA synods,     

have committed to offering accompaniment to migrants in their            

communities. 

This year, World Refugee Day will include a social media campaign, 

prayer services, and opportunities for advocacy and education.  



Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service and the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America 

invite you to learn, pray, and act on behalf of those seeking refuge on our shores. We encourage 

you to explore the ELCA's social message "Immigration," its AMMPARO strategy, and 

these LIRS resources to determine how LIRS and the ELCA can best support your congregation 

as it responds to God's call to serve the most vulnerable. With such pressing need, we urge our 

leaders and elected officials to push for quick resettlement of as many refugees as the United 

States admits this year, to strengthen and streamline the process so fewer families experience 

prolonged separation, and to help our nation forge a system of even warmer welcome, as         

resettlement partners work to rebuild. 

This World Refugee Day let us recommit ourselves to empowering those driven from their 

homes by conflict, persecution, poverty, and climate change. We pray that all will experience 

grace in welcoming the stranger. 

Together in hope, 

Krish O'Mara Vignarajah 

President and Chief Executive Officer, Lutheran Immigration and Refugee Service 

Here at St. Timothy, we believe that prayer is powerful and can be incredibly 

helpful in our lives and in the lives of others. Our prayer chain allows you to 

ask those in our church community to pray for your friends and loved ones in 

their times of need.  

If you would like to add someone to the prayer chain, you can call us at           

773-4400, email us at communications@sttimothygrandisland.com, or contact 

Pastor Tom. Please also include an address where we can send cards. 

We hold the following people in our prayers: Gary Jackson, Kelly Claus, Abbie K., Myrna Milani, 

Siobhain, Jennifer Buchanan, Joyce Zimmerman, Danny Penque, Dan Kramer, Brian Volo, 

Charlene Faleski, Margaret Miller, Phil LeFevre, Mike, Olivia Williams and family, Matt Stza-

ba, Ray Romaleski, Murray Chesbro, Renee, Lauren P., Joanne M., Robert Miller, Dottie Roeh-

rig, Sylvia and Joe Smith, Lorraine Pfohl, Cheryl Rosati, Robin Bengalio Richard. 

This month, we’ll be celebrating Deborah Goss’ birthday on July 20th and 

Mark W. Steck’s birthday on July 31st. Please let us know if you’d like to 

add your birthday and anniversary to our celebration list! 

mailto:sttimothygrandisland@gmail.com


Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

    1 2 3 

4  

Worship,      

9 AM 

5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 

Worship,      

9 AM 

Graduation 

Celebration 

12 13 14 15 16 

Goodbye 

bonfire, 7 

PM 

17 

18 

Worship,      

9 AM 

19 20 21 

Council 

Meeting, 

5:30 PM 

22 23 24 

25 

Worship,      

9 AM 

26 27 28 29 30 31 


